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Keeping Up To Date with Crail Parish
Church
Crail Parish Church
Website
During these everchanging times, we are hopeful
that all events mentioned in this edition can take
place. However, you can keep up to date with any
news,

changes

to

events

and

services

and

updates on the church in lockdown on our
website - www.crailchurch.com. You can also
subscribe to receive any latest news straight to
your e-mail inbox.
As well as latest news, Crail Parish Church’s

Zoom Services

website has a wealth of information about Crail
Due to the current lockdown. the Church

Church and its history.

building is closed. As a result we are having
We publish weekly services on our website which

weekly services with St Ayles on Zoom.

feature written reflections and videos from Revd.

These are proving to be very popular and

John Murray.

are a great opportunity to see everyones
friendly faces each week.

Please visit out website at www.crailchurch.com
To join in with our zoom services, please
get in touch with our Session Clerk, Helen

Facebook

Armitage who will provide you with the link
to the service.

As well as our website, regular updates can also
be found on our Facebook page - Crail Parish
Church.

Kirk Sale

We look forward to seeing you - virtually of
course.

We are ever hopeful that life will get back to normal
and I have booked the Community Hall for the Kirk
Sale. Donations for the stalls will be greatly
appreciated and can be handed into the Community
Hall on the evening of Tuesday 20th, 6.00 – 7.00pm

21st July
2021

and on the morning of the sale, 10.00 – 12 noon. If you
wish anything to be collected for the stalls please
contact the stall holders.
Doors open at 2.00pm and more information can be
had from Helen Armitage 450516.

Letter from Revd. John Murray
Dear friends
Who would have thought that we would still be in
lockdown almost a year after the first one started?
And so, as I write this, there is something
appropriate about the timing as this is the time in
the church year when we remember Jesus lockeddown in the wilderness being tested as to his
calling. And he gets through that hard time by
leaning heavily on God’s word and on God’s Spirit.
In the story of Jesus’s wilderness experience, it is
written that the devil was offering him the easy
platitudes, the smooth assurances, the ‘it will all be
fine’ if you trust me. What a hero is Jesus, and all
on our behalf. The testing was real: failure was a
real possibility.
As we make our long hard journey, we look to
Jesus. We see the cross as the finest expression of a
testing time overcome, of a despair outrun. Jesus
overcame in the wilderness and overcame on the cross. Let’s give thanks to God for what we
have, and let us walk with Jesus as he journeys towards Jerusalem and his greatest trial, and see
what God is revealing to us in these days, as we carry our burdens towards Easter time.
The church is doing what it is called to do. Proclaiming God’s love and care and being there for
the community and parish. Since lockdown started nearly a year ago, there have been weekly
reflections delivered through doors and posted on the church’s website and Facebook pages, and
now there are zoom services being offered, together with online opportunities to come together
socially and to pray. These are new times bringing new opportunities for the work of the church
in Crail, and new ways of communicating the gospel.
We are living in strange times. As we look forward, the lesson for us is that we use what we have
in our hands to transition into better times. And the Lord who sits over the ups and downs of life,
in our own individual lives and the life of communities and nations, will bless every effort to
further his kingdom here. And we have so much for which to be thankful. So, the perfect way to
respond now in these times is to renew our trust in God and trust him to use what is in our hands
as we offer that to him in faith, and go forward together into the future. In my short time here, I
am very much aware of the close knit and welcoming church community that thrives here, and
that is something to be much appreciated and
nurtured. In these times, when structures are under
pressure, and life is feeling disjointed and different,
the church is finding out anew how to respond and
be church in a community.
We would thus really value your support as we go
forward, and as your parish minister can I suggest that
in these early days of 2021 that we all take time in our
lives to ponder on the goodness of the LORD, whose
everlasting arms are beneath us.
Grace and peace to you and yours,
your minister,

John Murray

The Positives
of Lockdown
By the JAM Club

Nobody likes lockdown but there are plenty
of things to be grateful for. Here are some of
our thoughts:

Home Learning
We don’t have to get up so early or run for
the bus!
More time to complete work and work at
your own pace

Family & Friends
We have more time together
Listening to each other

No school uniform!

Playing board games
Watching movies

Nature

Enjoying longer mealtimes and not rushing

We have been enjoying the snow

Whilst we are missing the rest of the family
Zoom has been handy and think of the

Woodland and beach walks

celebrations we will have when we are able to

Making snowmen and sledging

meet up again

More importantly – animals are being less
disturbed

and

there

is

less

pollution

–

carbon emissions have fallen, and air quality
has risen.

Lastly…..
We are saving money by spending less
We hope people take a little bit longer to look
out for others, be kind and reflect
And of course, there is always HOPE!

A Tribute to
Pamela Thomson
Pamela Iris Marian Thomson (Née Thorne)
2nd September 1924
28th December 2020
We remember Pamela as a woman of great
faith who lived her life in accordance with
Christ’s teachings. A friend of boundless energy;
of love for others and with a wonderful smile
and infectious laugh.

‘many women have done

I was Pamela’s church Elder and it is a privilege
to be invited to write these words. I am grateful
to her family for allowing me to refer to their

excellently, but you surpass

words and thoughts.

them all’

Visiting Pamela meant a lively discussion of any

Proverbs 31,29

and every topic; those who knew her will
understand that a visit was always to be
correctly arranged, by telephone; but that tea
and cake were guaranteed. I learned much.

During WW2 she was evacuated to Gloucester

Pamela’s life was remarkable. Service to others

the WRNS sending and decoding Morse Code

and later served as a wireless telegraphist in

was pursued with vigour even when frailty
became

an

annoyance.

She

was

born

in

Harlesden, but her family moved to Rubery, by
Birmingham, soon after.

messages. In 1946 she was redeployed to
Lüneberg to support the YWCA, and it was
there that she met her future husband Peter who was to become Revd Dr Peter G Thomson.
They married in Upper Largo church on 26th
May 1947 and so began a life as a minister’s
wife. They moved to St David’s Manse in
Buckhaven, then later to Irvine in Ayrshire,
where Peter was minister at Fullarton Parish
Church.
She was a devoted mother to her family of four
children and which, in the fullness of time,
grew

to

include

grandchildren

and

great

grandchildren - a source of great joy. Yet with
love enough to foster babies awaiting adoption,
and to look after girls who ‘had got into
trouble’.

She was President of the Women’s

Guild, Citizens’ Advice volunteer, Irvine Royal
Academy chief exam invigilator - and the
source of endless baking!

Conversational Italian at night school then ‘O
grades’ and ‘Highers’ in English, French, Italian
and Biology - before moving on to learn
woodwork and upholstery. Pamela told me that
woodworking came in very handy mending
windows when Peter had been showing the
children how to play football; in the manse
garden!
And then, after retirement, to Crail where
Pamela was a caring and devoted Elder, a
worker for Christian Aid and the ‘Life & Work’
lady. In eldest granddaughter Laura’s words ‘A
gentle woman with the inner strength to lift
up and comfort people supposedly stronger
and bigger than she. She brought out the
soft in the tough and was the embodiment
of

Jesus’

commandment

to

love

thy

neighbour.’

Covid restrictions meant that Pamela’s life was
celebrated at the graveside. She was with
members of her beloved family, although again
because of Covid, Paul from Canada could only
be there in spirit. Her sons Revd Mark and Revd
John conducted a service that was truly hers;
one of tribute and thanks for a life lived fully
and well. It was said she truly was a child of
God.
Our

Parish Register
Deaths
2020
October

31st

farewell

was

in

a

quiet

peace,

disturbed only by the gently stirring breeze and
the call of birds in the distant winter trees. It
brought to mind these words from Sir Walter
Raleigh’s poem ‘My last will’.

“When at heart you shall be sad,
Pondering the joys we had,
Listen and keep very still.
If the lowing from the hill
Or the tolling of a bell
Do not serve to break the spell,
Listen; you may be allowed
To hear my laughter from a cloud.”
By Eric Dewhirst

Westlane

November

24th

George Clark

Pinkerton Road

December

18th

Barbara Christie

Lomond Care Home
(Formally of Crail)

25th

Isabella B White

Leven Beach
(Formally of Crail)

28th

Pamela Thomson

Beech Walk

30th

Irene Marshall

Pinkerton Road

2021
January

16th

Anne Wright

Tods Green

16th

Stewart McKay

Crail/Cellardyke

21st

Susan Grubb

Kirkmay Road

22nd

Robert Carr

Felkington Lodge

31st

Caroline Marshall

Nethergate

February

12th
final

Nicholas Horsfield

Clive Cresswell

Bowling Green Place

“Your sun shall no more go down, nor
your moon withdraw itself; for the
LORD will be your everlasting light,
and your days of mourning shall be
ended.”
Isaiah 60:20

and

then

the

delayed

external

repainting

completed. It is now looking
smart and ready to reopen we can hope that might not
be too long.
But

there

has

been

excitement too! At the hall
an

early

water

overflow

needed the system drained
and new valves fitted; an
infestation of wasps in a
dormer window required a
visit by Fife Council’s pest

Church Buildings in
Lockdown

controller (all credit, it was

By Eric Dewhirst & Sandy Nelson

October a malfunction in

immediate too); a leaking
gutter

led

to

gutter

cleaning, new clips - and a
slipped

roof

replaced.

tile

And

being

then

in

the smoke alarm system led
No longer busy with people and
with a sad feeling, Crail church
and hall still needed TLC during
lockdown (a requirement for
insurance purposes too!).
A bit of a roller-coaster; weekly
inspections
started
with
lockdown in March 2020 - being
fitted into a routine of permitted
exercise. The church was then
back in use for a limited but very
welcome period - a congregation
of just 50, masked and socially
distanced.
But, with the resurgence of Covid
infections, closed again. The Hall
initially remained closed for
much longer then, briefly, it was
re-opened in October for a series
of music recordings by East Neuk
Festival musicians and for the
Crafty Bairns. It too had to be
closed once more.
Throughout all of this steady
heating has been maintained

in the buildings. This is very
important for the church as
organs
do
not
like
low
temperatures - nor do they like
hot temperatures - and they do
like being played to keep in
tune.

to it continuously sounding.

Passers-by at night will notice
that the church is now in
darkness. The floodlights have
failed.
After many years of
service - and of course exposed
to all weather. Repairs will be
carried out when it is again
possible. It will be cheering to
see the church’s iconic presence
again.

in order to follow Church of

The Hall too has needed care.
Thankfully it has been possible
to
carry
out
planned
maintenance work. This has
included internal work in the
kitchen, to the stage and to the
smoke alarm system; also and
importantly, repairs to external
woodwork were undertaken

So church and hall await

Neighbours noticed! - and it
eventually took the visit of a
specialist to restore order.
And

of

course

many

and

much

precautions

cleaning has been needed
Scotland

property

guidelines
everyone

and
safe.

keep

We

found

that checks and precautions
were

also

required

safeguard

against

danger

legionella

water

of

systems.

to
the

There

in
has

been much to learn.

services, meetings, ChatBite,
Sunday

school,

Scouts,

Beavers,

Crafty

Bairns,

birthday

parties,

and

so

gatherings

and

so

many

much fellowship.
It is hard to be patient!

Church
Technology

team, readers and organist.
However this was done using
borrowed equipment and it must
be

said

that,

whilst

much

appreciated, the projector was

By Eric Dewhirst

barely powerful enough for the

These difficult, wearisome and

light-filled interior of Crail church.

too often tragic months of Covid

With the thought that something

restrictions

similar

people

have

come

seen

to

many

appreciate

could

enhance

continue

worship,

to

Session

for

currently

entertainment and, especially, to

purchase

keep in touch.

powerful projector, along with a

digital

technology

Youtube,

Netflix, Spotify,

Twitter,

Facebook,

Email, Facetime, Zoom - and

considering

is

of

a

the

sufficiently

larger screen (either moveable or
permanently fitted).

many, many, more have added

The

to radio and TV.

Church

technology

of

group

Scotland
has

been

New skills have been learned -

consulted and advice received on

and even found technology to be

what

not so scary after all!

technology

would

be

suitable.

group

The

has

also

advised about future possibilities
Our church too has adopted new

- including the idea of linking

ways.

has

Crail and St Ayle church buildings

been conducted by Kirk Session

digitally. Even leading to ‘live

meeting on Zoom. Minister John

streaming’ of shared services.

Essential

business

has recorded video reflections
made available on Youtube and

This

though

we now have regular Sunday

complicated,

services, Tuesday afternoon talks

adequately fast broadband link

over a cup of tea and Thursday

(which we currently do not have),

prayer meetings. All on Zoom.

as

well

cameras,

as

is

much

more

needing

an

fairly

‘visual’

expensive

management

Recorded videos were also used

hardware and software, system

during

installation costs - and the team

that

time

when

50

people could meet, masked and
socially-distanced

in

skills to operate it all.

church.
however

We know that many churches

meant that our minister could

have benefitted from travelling

not attend both churches on the

this route and that new forms of

same morning. We found that

worship

are

John’s recorded videos, played

emerge.

Here

via

continue to explore the right

Covid

restrictions

computer

projector,

and

digital

complemented

well, services by the worship

very

continuing
our

aim

is

to
to

ways for Crail church as we move
forward.

The Memorial Garden
By Marjory Richardson

The Revd Robert Fairweather was

on your right as you approach the church. I wonder what

Minister in Crail from 1701 to 1734.

happened to Robert Fairweather’s memorial? It seems to

When he died in 1738 he was

have disappeared. However, in its place we now have a

buried just over the wall from the

beautifully paved little garden where loved ones are

Manse. Erskine Beveridge when

remembered on three granite stones.

mapping and photographing the
cemetery in 1893 tells us that it

On 11th August 2004 the Revd Mike Erskine dedicated this

had probably not been enclosed

garden after much planning and work to prepare the plot,

with walls and an iron gate until

erect the first granite stone and plant a few shrubs which

the mid 18th century. Now, he

would need the minimum of care. The leading lights in this

said,

it

is

no

venture were Ron Hardie, who donated the wrought iron

whatever.

gate, and Tom Preston, who looked after the finances and

This plot had been chosen by

records. It is sad that Helen Hardie is the first name on the

Robert

stone and Ron soon after. May they all rest in peace.

memorial

“desolate”
inscription

Fairweather

with

as

it

was

adjacent to that of his father-inlaw, Patrick Lindsay of Wormiston:

Over time, a second and third granite stone were bought

the first enclosure

and a bench added in memory of Lynsey McGillivray. Jim
Elder, blacksmith, kindly made vase holders for each stone
and saw to any repairs the gate might need. J.Y.Thomson
Ltd. of Leven was engaged to provide and erect the granite
stones together with a smaller one on the church lawn to
direct visitors to the garden.
This is where relatives can record the names of loved ones.
They can leave flowers on significant anniversaries or just
sit quietly with their memories on a sunny day. Anyone can
use this facility by simply contacting the Session Clerk for
details: a system which has worked well so far.
Grateful thanks to those whose vision made it all possible.
We hope they are looking down with approval.

Change

Christian Aid

Poem by Jack Guthrie

Week

Change is hard but do not fear
You can get through it, help is here
We have all experienced it
We understand,
We are reaching out with a helping hand
Remember to talk if you are finding things tough,
We can all feel like we have had enough

Enjoy gardening?

A problem halved is a problem shared
The people around you always care
The only way to adapt is to ride the storm
It will soon become the new norm
Be as brave as a lion to cope with change
Don’t be scared it will feel strange
Everything changes nothing stays the same
Be strong be brave, life is not a game.

You can help.
May seems a long way off but despite our
slower

lifestyles

these

days

the

time

passes quickly. Last May we held a Plant
Stall in Kirk Wynd, which although a bit
“do

it

yourself”,

certainly

helped

the

Christian Aid Appeal. I intend to do the
same this year and am appealing for your
left over seedlings or plants. We all get
carried away and sow too many seeds so if
all yours’ come up could you pot up a few
for the Christian Aid stall.
Likewise if you are thinning out your beds
or splitting up your plants in the Spring
and looking for a good home for one or
two could you think of us. I can supply
plant pots if needed. Every little helps and
together, despite the circumstances, we
can

change

people’s

lives.

Talking

of

change, loose change this time, I know we
don’t get much of it these days but I am
still collecting 5p coins (or any coins you
want rid of) for the same cause. If you can
help in any way please get in touch.
Many thanks, Diana Brown 450790.

An appeal from the Church’s Finance Team.
The Covid 19 pandemic has put Crail Parish Church, in common with many other local
organisations, under severe financial stress. We have a substantial shortfall in our finances. Income
has fallen dramatically. The cancellation of events such as Chatbite, weddings, baptisms, the
Easter art exhibition, East Neuk Festival, Crail Festival, other concerts and the Kirk Sale greatly
reduced our revenue. Donations at services have been hit by limited attendance at services,
culminating in the Church’s closure for some considerable time. If we are closed, why do we
need more income? In fact, while our income fell by £15,000 in 2020, our expenditure changed

little. Many overheads, such as essential repairs to the Hall and routine maintenance of the
Church, some being conditions of our insurance, and subventions to Presbytery and the national
Church of Scotland are little relieved by closing the Church. The result was an unsustainable
operating deficit of £20,000! Of course, this can be partly offset by income from funds largely
designated for use in the forthcoming, vitally necessary structural repairs including restoration of
the tower. (The Crail community will be aware that the bell goes largely unrung: that’s because of
structural faults. And as the Church is an ‘A’ listed building

- “of national or international

architectural or historic importance” - repairs don’t come cheap or fast).
Crail Parish Church is tackling this by the precursor of a model of Church giving based on regular
and consistent giving by its members. The Kirk Session has written to all the congregation’s
members asking them to consider a one-off donation to address the immediate shortfall; and
further to consider raising the level of their regular giving. We believe that many other members of
the Crail community, even if not regular attenders themselves, may care sufficiently for the health
and survival of the Church to contribute to this appeal. Church bank account details are below if
you would like to donate directly. And please do use the option of Gift Aid to boost your gift by
25% at no additional cost to you. We shall be most grateful for any contribution you are able to
make, in any of the ways presented, but also appreciate that the pandemic has caused some to
suffer financially and will be unable to respond positively.
Account name: Crail Parish Church; Account number: 00125219; Sort Code: 83-17-19.

Crail Festival 2021

By Alan Ferguson - Chairman Crail Festival

As you know, the Crail Festival was one of the many events cancelled in 2020 due to Covid
Restrictions. The only activity that took place was the Putting which was amazing. The great news
is that plans are in place to come back with a bang in 2021 if the government guidelines allow us
to do it and we can run the events safely and efficiently. That is the most important thing. At this
stage we are not 100% sure of what we will be able to do but we have everything crossed and hope
we can run some sort of festival In Crail this year. The dates for the festival are 21 -31 JULY 2021
At this stage we are planning on having a full programme of Adult and Childrens events as well as
the Putting . Unfortunately we will be unable to run the Arts Festival due to the fact that we are
unable to use the Town Hall as it needs some repairs and we don't have any other suitable venue.
We have also taken the decision not to run the Street Market as well. The rest of the programme is
virtually all booked up and we will start to issue out some details over the next few weeks and
months if we are allowed to proceed. Save the dates in your diary as you won't want to miss out!

The Rotary Club of

Crail

Anstruther &

Community

the East Neuk

Partnership

Writing this we reflect on a Christmas now behind us..

Whilst

the

pandemic

has

made

for

One that was so difficult for everyone and like no

challenges in delivering some of our

other - even with the small relaxation in meeting

objectives, CCP has made substantial

people on Christmas day. Our club was disappointed

progress with various projects in 2020.

to be unable to run the traditional Christmas post;
but of course not possible with lockdown and the

The

most

significant

has

been

the

need to keep people safe.

approval by Fife Council of the asset
transfer of 3 areas of land around Crail

We continue to 'meet' every second week via Zoom -

namely

there are limitations, but we can at least ‘see’ one

triangle and Kilminning South plus Crail

Bow

another and business can be done. It also means it is

Community Hall. Full funding for the

possible, once a month, for our meeting to have the

Community hall transaction was given

additional interest of a speaker - also via Zoom. This

by the Scottish Land Fund, and very

has worked particularly well, with interesting talks on

successful crowdfunding initiatives were

a range of topics; and is well suited to the Zoom

widely supported for the 3 land asset

format. Revd John Murray joined us ‘digitally’ for our

transfers.

December meeting, with a telling of the familiar

significant

Christmas story from the perspective of an historian.

Communities Fund and the M & S

We have also been able to continue supporting

Community

communities via financial donations.

anticipated that legal formalities will be

We

Butts

are

support
Energy

park,

also
from

Pinkerton

grateful
the

for

Co-op

Fund.

It

is

concluded by Spring 2021.
Looking ahead, we are also beginning to dare hope
that our Coastal Charity Walk might take place later

We are continuing with plans to develop

this year. With the rate of Covid infections coming

the

down and with the remarkable progress made with

signage,

vaccinations, perhaps later in Summer or even into

continued regular dialogue with Fife

Autumn might be possible. How pleasant that would

Planners regarding Masterplan consent,

be, for it is a popular event; one that starts and

affordable

finishes in Crail.

other relevant issues.

Sad to say our Club Choir remains silenced, although

With the prospect of an end to Covid

members
secretly

are

perhaps

practicing

path

network,
around

homes,

with
Crail.

design

appropriate
We

code

have

and

restrictions next year, we look forward

as

amongst other things, to reopening the

budding soloists in the

Community Hall to a wide range of

privacy of their homes?

activities, to planting the newly acquired

But

director

lands, to planning a possible winter

Jessie tells us she has

festival, and to helping establish the

amazing! plans in mind!

Friends of Victoria gardens volunteer

Like everyone we look

group, to plant and look after Victoria

ahead to better times.

gardens.

musical

Crail Community Choir
By Janice Nisbet
Many people are asking when

community choirs in recent

Crail Community Choir can

years

rehearse again- however at

people seem to be enjoying

this time I still don’t know

singing as a social activity.

when it will be safe to sing

This is particularly valuable in

together or when community

today's often alienating world

choir

feel

where we are encouraged to

confident to take part. I miss

stay indoors, and many social

music making a lot and hope

interactions

that once I have the vaccine

remotely via Instagram and

and the Goverment gives out

Facebook. A community choir

positive vibes we can get this

is one way of combating the

choir back on track, hopefully

disintegration

by September. I believe that

unities

singing or any music-making

endemic

can create a strong sense of

Whether you enjoy Traditional

well-being,

we

Music from Scotland., music

would all benefit from after a

from Screen or Stage, music

year

from

singers

of

will

something

social

restrictions!

demonstrates

are

conducted

of

that

is

in

commbecoming

some

the

that

places.

Beatles

Singing is used as a therapy

specialized

in

there will be something for

many

different

cultures

choral

or

at

music

because everyone has a voice

everyone

and everyone can sing and

rehearsal (whenever that is!)

the

next

we feel more positive after
actively singing. Community
singing can improve physical
and mental health and is
effective for bonding large
groups

and

our

social

network. The growth of

Crail Food
Festival
We

had

a

live

to

be

our

festival
ten

year

anniversary. It was to be a
sustainable

event

with

as

much locally sourced food as
possible and all vendors and
traders had to provide eco

and hopefully a great variety of

going

traders and vendors to buy from.

to

promote

recycling

and zero waste. We had a

planned for last year, that
was

friendly packaging. We were

lovely evening meal organised

Updates can be found on our

with Harper & Lime too.

social media - Facebook, Twitter

We

had to cancel this event.

and

Instagram

and

on

our

website www.crailfoodfest.co.uk.
This year, we are planning a
virtual online event on the 5th
& 6th June, with the possibility
of a live event further in the
year. There will be online chef
demonstrations, promotions

12th Fife East
Neuk Scouts
By Lisa Aird

Since the last magazine we have at least been
able to have face to face meetings outside for
all our sections until Christmas.
Beavers and Cubs have been on Night Walks,
Halloween

fun

at

Wormiston,

laid

stones

painted with Poppies at the memorials in
Cellardyke and Anstruther, been to Kilrenny
common for a scavenger Hunt, a sausage sizzle
and toasted marshmallows and a mini sports

In November, all sections had an adventure day

night at Beechwalk Muga.

at Fordell Firs where they were doing Archery,

Scouts have also been busy (all activities social

course. While we were there, we invested a lot

distanced): they have been Planting 500 Trees
at the Wormiston Field (Cubs helped as well),
practising a lot of cooking skills over open fires,
learning how to use axes and saws safely and a
hike up the Lomond’s. They have also been on
a night hike from Cellardyke to Crail. Their
Halloween afternoon had to be in the hall due
to bad weather where they carved pumpkins
and made stovies for dinner. They have also
been doing orienteering where they went to
Tentsmuir and followed a trail using maps.

Abseiling,

Tree

Climbing

and

an

Obstacle

of our new Beavers and Cubs.
Since Christmas we have all had to go back to
doing online meetings for all sections, but we
are all hoping that we can get back to normal
as soon as possible.
We would all like to Thank our Group Scout
Leader (GSL) Douglas Stewart for all his hard
work and dedication over the last 40 Years in
Scouting within the 12th Fife East Neuk and
wish

him

a

Happy

Retirement

from

his

Scouting duties. He is passing the role onto
Alastair Aird who will now become our GSL and
has also been in scouting all his life.

" We would all like to Thank our
GSL Douglas Stewart for all his
hard work and dedication over
the last 40 Years in Scouting
within the 12th Fife East Neuk
and wish him a Happy
Retirement ! "

Changing Hands
By the time this issue of Karail has gone to print
the Crail Community Hall should be owned by
Crail Community Partnership.
Crail Community Partnership (CCP) is a new
charity established in Crail in 2018. Currently CCP
is in the process of acquiring 4 assets from Fife Council, so that the community can make better
use of the assets. Crail Community Hall is one of these assets. With financial assistance from the
Scottish Land Fund CCP brings the hall back into community ownership, so that we can focus on
developing activity to make the hall a sustainable part of Crail’s future. Fife Council will always
have other priorities which means we were unlikely to see improvement of these community
facilities. But as a charity CCP can work to source funding for improvement.
Our first improvement project is already under way with Planning Permission submitted for
kitchen renovation which should take place late spring or early summer.
If you think you will be interested in using Crail Community Hall in the future please email us at
crailcommunitypartnership@gmail.com or call 01333 450108.

Crail Preservation
Society
As with many other organisations 2020 became
a year of very limited activities with more time
spent on planning rather than on action. Having
said that, during 2020 Fife Council has done a
very large amount of conservation work in Crail
Kirkyard, which will carry on into 2021. CPS will
run a very significant conservation project on the
Lumsden monument in 2021.

feature on the Fife Coastal Path, with a steady
stream of visitors. With staycationing

growing

our paths will probably be well worn in the
future. In October we were fortunate to receive a
visit from the Chairman of the National Trust for
Scotland who was very complimentary about
professionally

conserved

and

the

Doocot

presented.

conservation
planning

work

in

permission

2021.
was

During

submitted

2020
and

approved, so once we secure all the funding
required we hope work will start late spring.
The intention is to make the Mercat Cross a
more significant feature in Marketgate, where
today it is hidden.
CPS produced a ‘Kirkyard Flyer’ mid-year and
distributed it to all Crail homes, to spread the
word about what an interesting set of mural
monuments we have in our old kirkyard. There

The Doocot continued as a very significant

how

The Crail Mercat Cross is also a target for

The

had

been

Doocot

now

features in a book, 111 Places In Fife That You
Shouldn’t Miss, written by Gillian Tait.

are plans for a follow-up that tells more
stories about the people memorialised on
these monuments. The Kirkyard Flyer was
distributed
Membership

with
Form

an

accompanying

which

resulted

CPS
in

a

satisfying increase in membership. Strong
membership and support is very important for
CPS as we have fixed costs for maintenance of
the Doocot and for improvements in Denburn
Wood.
We are looking forward to a more Active 2021,

Crail Museum & Heritage Centre
Crail Museum is hoping to open later in the year when it is safe to do so for
both visitors and our volunteers.
Keep looking at Crail Museum's new website at https://www.crailmuseum.uk
or on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/CrailMuseumandHeritageCentre/
for any news about reopening and this year's exhibitions and guided
walks..."
This year’s new exhibition is “From Ship to Shore”

The North Carr Rocks
In the 1976 copy of Karail, Dr Macintyre, whom many of you will remember, wrote an article on The
Stipill of Karaill.

He referred to a “Rutter”, a sixteenth century name for a set of sailing directions

used by pilots in coastal navigation.

A rutter compiled by a Scottish pilot, Alexander Lindsay was

thought to have been used by James V on a voyage around Scotland. It is written in Scots.
“Iff ye pas by Fyvisnes tak head of one daunger called the Car which lyeth est northest of the
foreland, but hold the Stipill of Karaill in sight and you sall avoid it.”
Fife Ness is the most easterly point of land in Fife. Winds
travel across about 400 miles of sea from Scandinavia
and the heavy seas break on the shallow rocky
coastline. Most notorious and dangerous to shipping in
the area are the North Carr Rocks and Carr Brigs.
Many attempts have been made to warn mariners of the
dangers.
Robert Stevenson’s success with the Bell Rock
Lighthouse led the Lighthouse Commissioners to tackle the Carr Rocks.
the lighthouse was partly built but each year it was swept away in storms.

Between 1813 and 1815,
Finally, a beacon was

erected on cast-iron legs supporting a round cage-like marker although it was not lit.
better light was provided on the Isle of May.

Fifty years later in June 1887 the first of three

lightships, with a light and fog signal was towed into place.
of the North Carr and painted a distinctive red.
of service in 1975.

In 1833 a

It was positioned to the seaward side

The last lightship was built in 1933 and taken out

Many of us will remember it being moored in Anstruther harbour and used as a

Museum before it was towed to Dundee in 2010 to be restored.
Today there is a lighthouse at Fife Ness.

Robert

Stevenson’s original Carr Beacon is still in place,
known as the “Whistler” on account of the almost
musical note of the wind moaning through its gaunt
iron ribs.
Sue Bradman
Curator

Crail Folk
Club

Crail Art Group

At the time of writing we don't

related to COVID-19, we have taken the decision to

We had hoped to hold our Annual Art Exhibition at Easter
but due to the ever-changing guidelines and restrictions

know when Crail Folk Club will be
allowed to re-open. However, we
travel in hope. We can be up and
running quite quickly as we have a
fairly full programme in the diary
much of which has been carried

postpone to a later date. A provisional booking of the Kirk
Hall for the Bank Holiday Weekend 28th -31st May has
been made. Hopefully by then it will be possible for our
exhibition and other events to take place in Crail and
beyond. More people will have been vaccinated, therefore
possibly feeling more confident to attend and help with

forward from 2020.

the

In Crail we have the luxury of four

displaying some new works of art for 2021. We have all

that the Community Hall will be
called into service first as it enables
social distancing which is more
than likely to be required initially.
We have cancelled all the shows
up until the end of April. After that
have

the

following

artists

booked - The Outside Track, John
Doyle, Jenn Butterworth & LauraBeth

Salter,

Becky

Mills,

Keith

Christmas, Alistair Anderson & Dan
Walsh, Anna Massie & Mairearad
Green, Sarah McQuaid and the
Bully Wee Band. We also have our
usual folk club night at the Crail
Festival featuring Malinky and Crail
favourite Edwina Hayes.
Keep

an

eye

on

the

website,

www.crailfolkclub.org.uk, and the
Facebook Page for up to date
information.

and

running

of

the

event.

Having

cancelled our 2020 Easter exhibition, we look forward to

suitable halls although I suspect

we

organising

missed the camaraderie of group meetings and the
inspiration many of us gain from working alongside
others. What will our new art be like? Come along and
see. The best description I can think of is “Long awaited”.
Look out for publicity.
Auriol Wood 450805

The Taste of Easter
By Heather Aird

We often associate Easter with various different types of foods; Easter Eggs, Chocolate Bunnies, Hot
Cross Buns and Simnel Cakes, but how did these come to be Easter traditions?

Hot Cross Buns
Now-a-days various flavours of hot cross buns adorn the supermarket
shelves ranging from blueberry to chocolate and salted caramel, to
the classic fruit hot cross bun. The classic Hot Cross Bun recipe
originates from the Saxons, Germanic people who settled in Southern
England in the 5th and 6th centuries. The Saxons ate hot cross buns
to honour their goddess Eostre, the namesake of the festival of
Easter. It is thought these buns represented the moon and the cross symbolized the moon's
quarters. However, to Christians, the cross symbolizes the crucifixion, and the spices inside signify
the spices used to embalm Jesus at his burial. Hot cross buns are traditionally eaten warm with
butter on Good Friday.

Simnel Cake
The Simnel Cake is one of the few Easter sweet treats that doesn’t
appear on the shelves the day after Valentine’s Day. Less popular
than favourites like the crème egg, this rich fruit cake (similar to a
Christmas cake) has survived with its dignity largely intact. The
Simnel cake signifies the end of Lent, the period of 40 days which
comes before Easter. For Christians, Lent is a period of fasting and
repentance when certain foods are not eaten and
culminates in a feast of seasonal and symbolic foods. The Simnel cake is rich with fruits, spices, and
marzipan, all foods which were forbidden during the period of Lent. The name Simnel comes from
the Latin word simila which means a fine wheat flour usually used for baking a cake. There's a
legend that a man called Simon and his wife Nell argued over whether the cake for Mothering
Sunday (the 4th Sunday in Lent) should be baked or boiled. In the end they did both, so the cake
was named after both of them: SIM-NELL. The fruit cake is decorated with a marzipan layer and
conventionally 11 marzipan balls – the balls represent the 12 apostles, minus Judas.

Chocolate Eggs
Not long after we celebrate new year, chocolate Easter eggs start
appearing on supermarket shelves, but how did they come about and what
is the meaning behind them?
Although eggs, in general, were a traditional symbol of fertility and rebirth,
in Christianity, for the celebration of Eastertide, Easter eggs symbolize the
empty tomb of Jesus, from which Jesus resurrected. In addition, one
ancient tradition was the staining of Easter eggs with the colour red "in
memory of the blood of Christ, shed as at that time of his crucifixion." Although one of the
Christian traditions that some still carry out today is to dye or paint chicken eggs, the more
modern tradition is to substitute these for chocolate eggs as many people give up sweets as their
Lenten sacrifice.

Church Services & Other Zoom
Meetings
The Minister Rev John Murray is taking a two-week holiday from the 3rd – 19th March.
During that time, we have a number of items and dates.
Sunday Services 10.30 am with admission from 10.15am

7th March

St Ayles Worship Group

14th March

Crail Worship Team

21 March

Rev Peter Neilson

Tuesday talks Afternoon tea at 3.00pm with admission from 2.45pm

2nd March

Rev Suzie Roberts

“Afternoon Tea from Poole”

9th March

David Mann

“Scotland’s Garden Festival”

16th March

Rev Peter Neilson

Celtic Saints

23rd March

Hazel

OLM and Braehead Healing

Prayer group Thursday at 10.30am with admission from 10.15am

4th March

Alistair Allan

11th March

Helen Armitage

18th March

Eleanor Blair

25th March

Rev John Murray

*Please note, these dates
may change or physical
services may resume due
to the Covid-19 Pandemic
and the latest Government
guidelines.*

